
DUAL THRESHOLD  
TECHNOLOGY   
(MARGINAL MARKS)

From its early beginnings, Dominion Voting has emphasized the use of digital scanning,  
and continues to set the standard in digital image acquisition and analysis in the tabulation of 
digitally scanned ballots. When a ballot is fed into an ImageCast® tabulator – at the precinct level 
or centrally - a complete duplex image is created and then analyzed for tabulation by evaluating 
the pixel count of a voter mark. The pixel count of each mark is compared with two thresholds 
(which can be defined through the Election Management System) to determine what constitutes 
a vote.  If a mark falls above the upper threshold, it’s a valid vote. If a mark falls below the lower 
threshold, it will not be counted as a vote.  

However, if a mark falls between the two thresholds (known as the “ambiguous zone”), it will 
be deemed as a marginal mark and the ballot will be returned to the voter for corrective action 
(please see diagram below).  With this feature, the voter is given the ability to determine his or 
her intent, not an inspection or recount board after the fact, when it is too late. The chart below 
illustrates the Marginal Mark threshold interpretation.
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